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On November 11, 1918, Denton County and the entire 
United States erupted in spontaneous celebrations as Germa-
ny accepted the terms of an armistice and the first World 
War came to an end.  In Denton, people crowded the Court-
house Square, celebrating from dawn until late at night.  The 
locally famous photo of fireworks exploding from the Court-
house seemed to punctuate the relief that ñThe Great Warò 
was over, and a prayer that peace might reign forever. 

Alas, it was not to be.  Unlike France and Belgium, the 
landscape of Germany was left largely unscathed after the 
war and rebuilding infrastructure faced little problem.  But 
the strict terms of the Treaty of Versailles left Germans bit-
ter and they adamantly refused to admit defeat. 

By 1920, warnings were being sounded by those familiar 
with the aftermath.  Writer and novelist Conigsby Dawson, 
speaking at the College for Industrial Arts in Denton, now 
Texas Womanôs University (TWU), warned of a German 
resurgence, saying they wanted the world to ñforgetò what 
happened and that they would eventually start another war. 

Dawson proved to be an accurate foreteller of the future.  
The rise of Hitler and Nazism, combined with the Fascist 
movement in Italy, and the increasing militarism of Japan, 
would coalesce to plunge the world into the turmoil of a sec-
ond global conflict. 

The foreboding shadows of what was to come, and the 
winds of war, periodically cropped up in Denton County in 
the mid-to-late 1930s.  But the ongoing concern at the time 
was more for the economy as the Great Depression lingered 
and the myriad New Deal programs brought employment 
opportunities to the county in the form of Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) projects, the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC), and other agencies. 

When the Germans invaded Poland on September 1, 1939, 
Great Britain joined France in a quick response by declaring 
war on Germany. Tensions and concerns that another global 
conflict awaited put the world on edge as fears escalated.   

The seriousness of the situation in Europe was made clear 
when Dr. Autrey Nell Wiley of the Texas State College for 
Women gave a first-hand account in the Sept. 12, 1939, edi-
tion of the Denton Record-Chronicle about a harrowing voy-
age on a ship that sailed from England:  ñNothing has looked 
as beautiful to me as New York on Sept. 9ða city free of 
sand bags, gas masks and blackoutsða city with lights, 
blessed lights.ò  She brought news of the London blackouts 
and the sending of the cityôs children to stay with people in 
rural areas.  Her ship sailed in a zig-zag pattern and enforced 
a blackout at night to avoid German U-boats, with many 
passengers forced to sleep on mattresses in hallways or on 
the shipôs deck.  The European war began to feel real.  

As the United States inched closer to war, providing Great 
Britain with equipment to fight Germany via controversial  
ñlend-leaseò agreements and other forms of loans, the die 
was cast for the United States inevitably entering the con-
flict.  By late summer of 1940 Germany was attacking Great 
Britain from the air and the talk in Washington D. C. moved 
to the need for a military draft ñjust in case.ò   

The Burke-Wadsworth Selective Training and Service Act 
was signed into law by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on 

September 16, 1940, requiring all men age 21-36 to register 
for the nationôs first peacetime draft.  The draft was by lot-
tery and the first number drawn on October 27 was #158.  
Of the 6,175 men nationwide holding that number, the 
ñluckyò first draftee in Denton County was Braley Villanue-
va of Denton.  Scott Jacobs of Pilot Point, #192, was second.   

The first draftees were SUPPOSED to serve on active duty 
for 12 months, with reserve duty for 10 more years or to the 
age of 45, whichever came first.  But in the following year, 
Congress debated extending the service time and many 
balked.  As the October 1941 deadline for releasing the first 
draftees approached, many barracks walls were ñdecoratedò 
with the letters ñO-H-I-Oò for ñOver the Hill In October.ò  
Some deserted when extended, but the vast majority stayed 
as the extension was approved.  December 7, 1941, rendered 
moot all thoughts of an early release from the military. 

By the time Japan attacked Pearl Harbor and the United 
States declared war, the county and the nation were recon-
ciled to the fact that war would come to the American peo-
ple.  It also became personal.  Three Denton men, William 
Claude Castleberry Jr. (at Pearl Harbor), Kenneth Lee 
Lynch, and Billy Joe Dukes made the supreme sacrifice in 
the first days of the war, their memories honored in a 
citywide church service in January 1942 

World War II had arrived on the doorstep of Denton Coun-
ty and the citizens were in the fight, at home as well as on 
foreign shores.  Everyone was involved, one way or another. 

Inside this special edition of the Denton County Historical 
Commissionôs (DCHC) Retrospect, you will find stories of 
the people from Denton County who fought the war, how 
those at home lived during the time and how they supported 
the war effort; and how the war brought changes in the post-
war era. 

It is with gratitude and sincere admiration that I salute our 
writers who spent countless hours researching and writing 
these articles under the challenging times and conditions of 
the COVID-19 pandemic:  Judy Clements, Gary Hayden 
& Melody Kohout of the DCHC;  Leslie Couture, Mat-
thew Davis, Laura Douglas, Frederick Kamman, & 
Chuck Voellinger of the Denton Public Library; Char-
lotte Mooneyham, Annetta Ramsay & Randy Hunt. 

Thanks also to County Judge Andy Eads, his staff, and 
the Office of History & Culture for their support.  Addi-
tionally, we thank Bill Patterson and the Denton Record-
Chronicle for use of the newspaperôs archival content. 

We hope you will find our efforts enlightening and interest-
ing; as we salute the ñGreatest Generation.ò 

 

DJ Taylor, editor     Email:  djtaylortx@centurylink.net    
or Phone:  (940) 368-1816 
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By Matthew Davis 

Prior to U.S. involvement in World War II, Americans 
were divided between intervention in Europe and isolation-
ism. There was a deep distaste among many citizens about 
involving themselves in another European war, so much so 
that Roosevelt successfully campaigned for a third term by 
promising that no American boys would be sent to fight. 
An anti-war student movement began at Yale and formed 
the America First Committee which had many notable 
members and supporters including future U.S. Presidents 
Gerald Ford and John F. Kennedy. Most notable, however, 
was Charles Lindbergh who 
served as the groupôs spokes-
man. 

Lindbergh was a staunch 
anti-European war advocate 
and a believer in eugenics. He 
believed it more prudent to 
build up American defenses 
against what he viewed as the 
more dangerous threat, 
ñAsiatic influencesò of the 
Soviet Union and China that 
he thought would destroy the 
accomplishments of European 
civilization. While he under-
stood the reasons behind the 
Jewish desire to end Nazi 
rule in Germany, stating in his speech in Des Moines, Iowa 
1941, ñNo person with a sense of dignity of mankind can 
condone the persecution of the Jewish raceéò in the same 
speech he expressed his belief that the large ownership and 
influence of the Jews in motion pictures, press, radio and 
the government were the ñgreatest danger to this country.ò 
Such instances resulted in Lindbergh being labelled a Nazi 
sympathizer by the press.  This further compounded his 
loathing of the ñfourth estate.ò  Lindberghôs disdain for the 
press had existed for years, since the 1935 kidnapping and 
death of his child and what he considered bad treatment of 
him and his family by the reporters. 

Lindbergh admired the Germans for their technological 
achievements, especially regarding aviation. He was also 
taken with the hopeful vitality of her citizens during pre-
war years as compared to the listless and dejected attitudes 
in England and France. However, it is unlikely he ever be-
lieved in the more extreme ideologies of the Nazi party, 
lamenting in his journal following Kristallnacht, ñMy admi-
ration for the Germans is constantly being dashed against 
some rock such as this.ò 

Despite being portrayed as a Nazi sympathizer, Lind-
bergh aided the U.S. war effort. He advocated at home for 
increased research and production in aviation when report-
ing on his inspection tours of German airfields where he 
was afforded the opportunity to pilot some of their more 
advanced planes. He encouraged England to do the same, 
pointing out that the British Navy and the English Channel 
would no longer be the formidable barrier it had once been 

thanks to the airplane. Though he resigned his commission 
after President Franklin D. Roosevelt labelled him a Nazi, 
he continued to aid the war effort in the Pacific as a con-
sultant, flying missions and teaching aviators how to get the 
most out of their aircraft. 

According to the American Council on Public Affairs in 
1941, there were as many as 121 anti-Semitic organizations 
in the United States, though most had ñsubstance seldom 
more than a pretentious name.ò The America First Commit-
tee was not listed among them. The most notorious of these 
groups were the German American Bund headquartered in 

New York and the Silver 
Shirts based out of North Car-
olina. Their stated goals were 
to ñconvert our American fel-
low citizens into true friends 
of the present-day Germanyò 
and ñsave the U.S. from the 
Soviet-ism of the Jews and 
defend against their money-
power,ò respectively.  

Membership for these organi-
zations spanned the country, 
but the Bund, the largest of 
these groups, only saw its 
membership reach approxi-
mately 25,000 members. Lo-
cally there does not appear to 

be any evidence for the presence of such groups, though 
each group listed Texas chapters, in Taylor for the Bund 
and in Dallas for the Silver Shirts. Post-war Nazi member-
ship files only showed approximately 1,000 members in the 
United States with less than 2% of those in the South, and 
though the South was the stronghold of the KKK, there was 
not a disproportionate number of anti-Semitic groups.  

White newspapers in the South condemned Nazi racism 
while refusing to acknowledge any similarities with Ameri-
can racism. Black newspapers often highlighted those simi-
larities, but nonetheless saw the Nazis as their biggest threat 
with one black journal in Alabama stating that while ñtheir 
rights were not being respectedéôin a Hitlerized U.S.A. we 
would have no rights for anybody else to violate.ôò While 
Nazi propaganda incited a greater dislike of the Jews, the 
position of Nazi Germany as an ideological enemy helped 
ensure they gained no greater foothold. 

There is no evidence of Denton County sympathizers for 
the Nazi cause in the local newspaper archives or those 

from surrounding countiesΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎome individuals may 
have privately held such views.  What is clear is that per-

haps ŀǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ  Germanyôs invasion of Poland, the atti-
tudes of the American people began to tend toward oppos-
ing Hitlerôs drive for world domination, and by the time our 
nation entered the war in December 1941, pro-Nazi sympa-
thizing was almost unheard of in the United States, and 
those that did support Germany were wise to keep those 
sympathies to themselves. 

!.h±9Υ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ [ƛƴŘōŜǊƎƘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŀǘ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ CƛǊǎǘ Ǌŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ 
CƻǊǘ ²ŀȅƴŜ LbΣ мфпмΦ                              [ƛƴŘōŜǊƎƘ WƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ 
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By Frederick Kamman 

George Washington set a precedent in not seeking a third 
term as president.  However, until the 22nd amendmentôs rati-
fication in 1951, this was not binding.  People interpret Wash-
ingtonôs example as a safeguard against despotism, and the 
question of whether to welcome a third-term presidency suf-
fused the 1940 campaign.  

Franklin Roosevelt was coy; he deflected questions about 
running again.  He even seemed to bless the candidacies of his 
vice-president, John Garner, and other members of his admin-
istration who believed him when he said he would not run.  
However, when the Nazi war spread into Western Europe, 
Roosevelt saw himself as the man needed for the coming cri-
sis. Until the 11th hour, he rejected talk of a third run, but felt 
sure his Party would call him back into service anyway.  At 
the national convention, on July 18, it did on the first ballot. 

Among Republicans, 38-year-old New York District Attor-
ney Thomas Dewey was a contender for the nomination.  
Many considered him a cocky, inexperienced firebrand, but he 
was favored nonetheless.   Another contender was Michiganôs 
Senator Arthur Vandenberg.  There was also Robert Taft, son 
of a former president.  Alice Roosevelt Longworth, daughter 
of another former president, wrote an article supporting Taftôs 
candidacy, describing him as a man whose ñéfeet will be 
firmly on the ground and whose mind will be upon solutions 
rather than becoming a shining hero of the undiscriminating 
masses.ò  Former president Herbert Hoover was content and 
willing to wait and accept the nomination after the other can-
didates had exhausted the convention delegates. 

The eventual nominee did not even appear on their radar 
until that spring.  Wendell Willkie had voted for Roosevelt in 
1932, and had not even registered as a Republican until 1939.  
He was president of the utility company Commonwealth and 
Southern Corporation, and within a few years of voting for 
Roosevelt, found himself in opposition to the Tennessee Val-
ley Authority.  In addition, he had become disillusioned with 
other New Deal programs that he thought promoted depend-
ency and idleness.  His candidacy seemed to come from no-
where.   Not long before the Republican National convention, 
friends began encouraging Willkie clubs throughout the coun-
try; quite successfully, too.  Henry Luceôs Time, Life, and 
Fortune published articles of support.  He seemed forthright 
and plainspoken ï ñThe curse of democracy today is that eve-
ryone has been trying to please the public.ò  Unlike the other 
Republican candidates, he was not an isolationist, and he was 
more amenable to a government role in business.  Perhaps he 
was too like Roosevelt.  Nevertheless, Deweyôs star began to 
fade, and in late June, on the sixth ballot (and to Hooverôs 
chagrin,) the delegates turned to Willkie.  It was not until Au-
gust 15 that Willkie formally accepted the nomination. 

The campaign began in earnest, at least for Willkie.  Roose-
velt, following an earlier tradition, did not personally cam-
paign until the fall.  He had ñneither the time nor inclination 
for purely political activity.ò  Denton County, and Texas in 
general, was reliably Democratic, so we did not see much lo-
cal campaigning.  A June 27 editorial compared Willkieôs 
unexpected rise to that of W. Lee (Pappy) OôDaniel, and im-
plied that Texanôs should not be too complacent.  In July, the 
Denton Record Chronicle (DRC) reported ñDemocrats Want 
Willkie.ò  In Dallas, some Democrats wanted Willkie nomi-

nated as their candidate also, to ñend partisan politics.ò 

On September 17, Willkie spoke in Amarillo.  ñSoutherners 
say to me we believe in everything you believe in.  Butéthey 
have a great traditioné80 years or more old, and that tradition 
is voting Democratic.ò  Willkie encouraged Southerners to 
break that 80-year tradition and uphold a 140-year tradition. 
Captain Mike Hogg, chairman of ñNo Third Term Democrats 
of Texas,ò referred to it as ñthird term humbuggery.ò  For 
their part, Speaker of the House and Roosevelt surrogate Sam 
Rayburn urged his Bonham listeners not to trade a ñtried and 
true horse for one we know nothing about.ò 

By September, Denton County Democratic Party Executive 
Committee chairman (whew) W.L. McCormick was ramping 
up local campaign efforts and Denton County Democrats were 
asked to ñcontribute liberallyò to the national campaign fund.  
By October, only two or three hundred dollars had been col-
lected. 

Denton citizens submitted many anti-Willkie editorials.  
C.D. Juddôs of October 30 blasted Willkieôs ignorance, or 
falsification, of history.  Willkie had called upon a tradition of 
debate between presidential candidate (citing the Lincoln-
Douglas debates) to ensnare Roosevelt.  It was said among 
ñWillkie disciplesò that Rooseveltôs refusal to meet betrayed 
his fear of, in Juddôs words, ñenumerating the numerous 
Willkie misstatements.ò  According to Mr. Judd, this was 
ñpreposterous bullyingò and ñpolitical piffle.ò  On the other 
hand, there were a few anti-Roosevelt folks in Denton.   A.L. 
Harold rebutted Juddôs editorial with ñWhat Willkie Said,ò in 
which he quoted extensively from the speech in question to 
show Willkie was talking about a general history of political 
debate, and characterized Roosevelt as being ñéunable to 
defend his third-term candidacyéfinancial policiesé
congressional purges and he knows it.ò  ñéhe has dodged 
these issues, and has played an evasive, shifty, holier-than-
thou part.ò  Judd answered that with a more reasoned, point-
by-point examination of Willkieôs positions.  

Nevertheless, Denton held its own ñdebateò in which Dr. 
Jack Johnson of ñDenton Teacherôs College,ò spoke for Roo-
sevelt and Dr. W.F. Hauhart of S.M.U. spoke for Willkie.  
Tom Davis presided. 

That year, Halloween pranks included graffiti on store win-
dows; the DRC thought it worth mentioning ñToo, some of the 
boys must have been Willkie-minded, as that name was writ-
ten on several panes.ò 

Denton turned out in big numbers on November 5.  By 1:00, 
more than 1,100 residents had voted.  The DRC invited people 
to telephone them that evening for the latest tallies.  On No-
vember 8, presiding judge H.A. Porter reported the last county 
ballot box, from Waketon had finally arrived.  However, it 
was apparent on the morning of the 6th that Denton County 
voters had gone for Roosevelt 8 to 1.  The final, unofficial, 
total was 6,333 to 873.  And the rest, as they say, is history. 

After the election, the DRC published this bit of doggerel, 
written by Terrill Wheeler, buried on page 8: 

       In Memoriamé 

Adieu, dark horse, your race is run, 

And Roosevelt stays in again 

To keep us keep on keeping on, 

Despite all your shenanigan.   
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tǊƻŬƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜƳŀƴΥ  wƻƎŜǊ wŀƳŜȅ 
Few military men from Denton 

County have risen as far and as fast as 
did Roger M. Ramey.  A 1921 graduate 
of Denton High, he entered the local 
National Guard unit while attending 
North Texas State Teachers College.  He 
had risen to the rank of sergeant when 
his commanding officer encouraged him 
to take a competitive  examination for 
entry to West Point.   
Graduating from West Point in 1928, 

Ramey entered the Army Air Force  for 
pilot training.  First assigned as a pursuit 
pilot, he became commanding officer of 
the 42nd Bombardment Squadron at 
Hickam Field, Hawaii, in 1940, and was 
promoted to Major early the next year. 
Shortly after Pearl Harbor, he was 

promoted to Lt. Colonel and a year later 
to full Colonel. 
After assuming command of the 43rd Bombardment 

Group in October 1942, he directed the bombing attacks in 
the Battle of Bismark Sea in March 1943, sinking 22 Japa-
nese ships.  Col. Ramey also directed the attack on Wake 
Island and was promoted to Brigadier General on July 1, 
1943. 
When the Army decided to move its 58th Bombardment 

Wing from the China-Burma-India Theater to the Marianas 
Islands, Ramey was commended for making the move 

without losing a single plane.  From this 
new post, he directed the bombing raids 
on the Japanese mainland. 
The military faced a new challenge after 
the Japanese surrender:  getting the ser-
vicemen deployed in the Pacific back to 
the States.  Again, Gen. Ramey was the 
man.  In charge of ñOperation Sunset,ò 
he oversaw the flights that brought 
thousands of servicemen home.  His 
safety record remained intact. 
Post-war saw Gen. Ramey reassigned to 
Fort Worth as commander of the 58th 
Bomb Wing.  It was from that post that 
he became a central figure in the Ro-
swell UFO incident of July 1947.  He 
would later become known as the Air 
Forceôs ñsaucer man,ò debunking UFOs 
as extraterrestrial, though stating 10% 
of sightings could not be explained. 

In 1949, Gen. Ramey led the militaryôs efforts in assist-
ing with Fort Worthôs Great Flood.  For his efforts, he was 
named Fort Worth Man of the Year. 
By the time he retired from the military in 1957, after 

suffering his first heart attack, Roger Ramey had risen to 
three-star status as a Lieutenant General.  On March 2, 
1963, Lt. Gen. Roger Ramey died after suffering another 
heart attack.  He was 57 years old.               --DJ Taylor         

 

tǊƻŬƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜƳŀƴΥ  WŀƳŜǎ IƻƭƭƛƴƎǎǿƻǊǘƘ 
James Hollingsworth of Sanger was another army of-

ficer from Denton County who rapidly rose through the 
ranks to eventually become a three-star, Lieutenant Gen-
eral. But the stars would come post-war.  Entering the Ar-
my in 1940 as a second-lieutenant after graduating from 
Texas A&M where he played on the football team, he soon 
found himself assigned to the 2nd Armored Division. 
Hollingsworthôs irreverent and brash demeanor en-

deared him to his men; his hard-charging style caught the 
eyes of his commanding officers.  It was not long before 
his exploits and success in battles from North Africa to 
Germany led to his promotion to the rank of Colonel. 
At age 26, Hollingsworth was commanding a regimental

-size armored task force in General George Pattonôs Third 
Army; the General citing him as one of the top two tank 
commanders to ever serve under his command.  In an inci-
dent now famed in Army lore, his advance guard of 34 
tanks came upon dug-in German defenders at the Elbe Riv-
er.  Lining up his tanks on a ridge, he gave the old calvary 
command that had likely not been heard in many years: 
ñCHARGE!ò  As the tanks thrust forward at break-neck 
speed, the German troops fled, abandoning their positions. 
Col. Hollingsworth was a tough bird and a warrior that 

relished being in the midst of the action.  Wounded five 
times in World War II and a sixth time in Korea, he had a 
remarkable 38 Air Medals to go with his six Purple Hearts; 
three Distinguished Service Crosses; four Distinguished 
Service Medals; four Silver Stars; three Legion of Merit 
awards; three Distinguished Flying Crosses; the Soldierôs 

Medal, and four Bronze 
Star Medals.  Years later, 
his alma mater, Texas 
A&M, erected a statue of 
him as the most decorated 
Aggie military man of all 
time.  It  was noted at the 
dedication that his statue 
was three feet taller that 
General Pattonôs at West 
Point. 
By the Vietnam era, 

General Hollingsworth 
was still a hard-charging 
force and itching to be at 
the front in a battle.  He 
became well-known in 
Vietnam by his radio code 
name:  ñDanger 79ôer.ò  His brash no-holds-barred style 
was offset to some degree by his genuine concern for the 
men of his command.   
A British journalist profiled General Hollingsworth in a 

1966 article, ñThe General Goes Zapping Charlie Cong.ò  
Hollingsworthôs gung-ho enthusiasm and thirst for combat 
related in that article was later used as the basis for Robert 
Duvalôs character in the Francis Ford Coppola epic film, 
Apocalypse Now. 
James Hollingsworth died in 2010 at the age of 91.   

                                                                         --DJ Taylor                                            
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Dentonôs Airfields Supported the War Effort 

By Matthew Davis 

The Golden Age of Flight solidified the airplane as not 
only an important instrument of commercial enterprise, but 
of war-making as well. Such importance was placed on 
aviation as a defense resource that in July 1939 the Civilian 
Pilot Training Program (CPTP) Act was signed into law 
extending federal vocational training to cover flight in-
struction while placing the responsibility for that instruc-
tion on colleges and universities with nearby flight schools. 
The intent was not only to provide pilots for the growing 
commercial aviation industry, but also create a pool of 
qualified pilots should the United States be drawn into the 
war in Europe. 

To participate in the program Denton needed an airport 
since its previous one had been abandoned. In 1940, Den-
ton Field was built just north of the city and in October of 
that year CPTP instruction began with Theron Fouts as Di-
rector, C.S. Floyd Jr. as Flight Instructor and Fred Connell 
Jr. as the Ground Instructor. Candidates for the program 
were required to have one year of college work at the North 
Texas State Teachers College (NTSTC), now the Universi-
ty of North Texas, and were trained in Piper Cubs bearing 
the Teachers College Eagle logo. 

Commissioning programs soon developed and NTSTC 
became the first college in Texas to enlist Air Cadets when 
Flying Cadet Unit No. 1 was established at the school. This 
new program paid cadets seventy-five dollars a month and 
provided them with uniforms, food, quarters and medical 
care. Upon completion each cadet received their wings and 
a commission as a Second Lieutenant in the Army Air 
Corps Reserve.  

In 1942 the Navy selected NTSTC as a location for its V-
5 program. This program provided flight training for enlist-
ed reservists under the CPTP program. Servicemembers 
assigned to training in Denton stayed at the Corona House. 
That location is currently occupied by a CVS at W. Hicko-
ry and Avenue B. 

Originally the CPTP program included five schools ex-
clusively for women, but those programs were discontin-
ued in October of 1940. As a result, during the first semes-
ter of the program women were not allowed to participate. 
In Spring of 1941 the first three women in Denton were 
admitted to the program, Kathryn Boyd, Jayne Kingston 
and Nancy Lowe. The Texas State College for Women 
(TSCW), now Texas Womanôs University, added aviation 
courses for college credit under the physics department and 
their students could participate in the program at the cost of 
six dollars per hour. The first Texan to attain the rank of 
Ensign in the Navyôs Women Accepted for Volunteer 
Emergency Service (WAVES), Betty Jane Sehmann, com-
pleted CPTP training at Denton Field in the hopes that the 
WAVES would establish a flight program. Other female 
CPTP trainees used their flight experience to apply for the 
Armyôs Women Airforce Service Pilot (WASP) program. 

As flight programs expanded it became apparent that a 
larger, flatter airfield was required. Denton Field was a pas-
ture with a grass runway that ñsank in the middle and rose 
steeply on the far side,ò so in 1942 a new municipal airport 
was constructed four and a half miles northeast of Denton 
known as Hartlee Field after the operator George Harte and 
his wife Beatrice Lee. 

Harte originally contracted with the Army to establish a 
Glider Pilot Training school in Kansas. That school trans-
ferred to Denton and operated at Hartlee Field. The mili-
tary was keen on the use of gliders in airborne operations 
after the success of the German invasion of Crete by glider-
borne troops. The Harte Glider School opened as the 25th 
Army Air Force Glider Training Detachment and Chilton 
Hall on the NTSTC campus was leased by the government 
to house trainees and military instructors where it served as 
a residence, hospital, mess hall and ground school for the 
detachment.               

                    Continued as ñAirfieldsò on next page 
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Airfields, continued from previous page 

By 1943 there was an excess 
of glider pilots, so trainees 
were encouraged to apply for 
aviation cadet training in-
stead. Eventually a new type 
of flight training was con-
ducted at Hartlee Field for 
Liaison Pilots. These pilots 
were commissioned as artil-
lery officers before coming 
to Denton for flight training. 
Upon completion they re-
turned to the artillery school 
at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma to train 
as artillery observers. 

In July of 1943, Harte pur-
chased Denton Field to serve 
as both an auxiliary field for 
Hartlee Field and as the 
cityôs municipal airport. Contemporary accounts of 
the two air fields are somewhat confusing as these locations 
seemed to lack a consistent naming scheme when refer-
enced in the Denton Record-Chronicle. At different times 
Denton Field is referred to as the Floyd Flying Field, mu-
nicipal airport and Denton Field. It was also later named 
College Field with ñDentonò and ñCollegeò being the only 
names that appeared on official airway maps for this loca-
tion.  Likewise, Hartlee Field was also referred to as the 
Harte Flying Field and the municipal airport.  

When Senator Tom Connally announced that funds were 
allocated by the Civil Aeronautics Administration (CAA) 
for improvements to Hartlee Field, it was understood that 
the improvements were meant for use as a permanent mu-
nicipal airport and not explicitly for military training pro-
grams. Hartlee Field however was not the ideal size or lo-
cation and the city had a difficult time finding a site large 
enough and flat enough to serve as a true municipal airport. 

In 1943 a 550 acre site was selected approximately two 
miles southwest of Denton. While bids were solicited, and 
plans drawn up for the airport, the project met with numer-
ous delays and construction was held up by the Army. The 
airport was eventually completed by the federal govern-
ment and turned over to the city in 1946. It operates today 
as Denton Enterprise Airport. 

While construction delays prevented Denton Enterprise 
Airport from playing a role in the Second World War, it 
nevertheless continued Dentonôs legacy of cooperation 
with the military when it became one of four airports in the 
nation to host the Department of Transportationôs Forces to 
Flyers Program with flight training provided by US Avia-
tion Academy. 
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5Ŝƴǘƻƴ ¦{h /ŜƴǘŜǊΥ  ! {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ IƻƳŜ !ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ IƻƳŜ 
By Laura Douglas 

The United Service Organization (USO) was founded in 
1941 to provide morale and recreational services to U.S. 
service personnel. The Salvation Army, National Catholic 
Community Service, National Jewish Welfare Board, Na-
tional Travelers Aid Association, the Young Menôs Chris-
tian Association (YMCA) and the Young Womenôs Chris-
tian Association (YWCA) were brought together under 
one organizational name to support the U.S. Troops.  
Shortly after the United Sates entered WWII the citi-
zens of Denton realized that, while there were no military 
bases established in the county, there needed to be a way 
to help soldiers who were traveling through the area. In 
January 1942 the Denton Chamber of Commerce part-
nered with American Legion Post 71, local churches and 
other community groups to develop a plan to provide 
lodging and other basic services. By February the Ameri-
can Legion Hall had been established as a quasi USO. 
The Hall was open during weekends and functioned as a 
óHospitality Centerò connecting soldiers with Denton res-
idents willing to offer overnight accommodations or 
meals, free of charge, to soldiers.   
The ñCitizens Committee of the USO,ò which was au-
thorized by the central USO office in New York to act as 
an independent, locally financed group, was formed in 
March 1942. Before the end of the month plans and fund-
raising were underway to expand the American Legion 
Hall. Work on the addition to the Hall began in June and 
was completed in October 1942, adding sleeping quarters 
that would accommodate 90 men and enlarged the menôs 
restroom with a shower and bath.  
The opening of Camp Howze in Gainesville in August 
1942, as well as Dentonôs proximity to Sheppard Field in 
Wichita Falls and other bases in North Texas, led to the 
opening of a larger ñofficialò USO center in Denton. The 

Long Building on the northwest corner of Elm and Oak 
streets was renovated to be the downtown USO and was 
operated by the YMCA. Odis R. Higgins, the director for 
the new center, arrived in Denton in December 1942, fol-
lowed by the assistant director, Miss Virginia Hicks.  The 
center had a succession of directors, but Miss Hicks was 
part of the management team until it closed. She assumed 
the position assistant director in January 1943.  Her main 
responsibility was to run the program division. She was 
made acting director in December 1943 and in August 1945 

she was officially appointed as the director, even though 
the YMCA had a policy of only having men as directors of 
their facilities.  
While the Long Building was being renovated, the Le-
gion Hall added week-day hours and continued to serve 
Saturday afternoon and evening meals. The facility had 
books, magazines and stationary for the soldiers and volun-
teers available to mend clothes or sew on buttons and 
patches. Weekly Saturday night dances were started and 
were hosted by the Girls Service Organization, (GSO). The 
first dance took place at the Womenôs Club Building but 
over the next three years dances would be held in just 
about any space large enough to accommodate the 
crowds; including the gyms at the North Texas State 
Teachers College (NTSTC), nowthe University of 
North Texas (UNT), the High School and the outdoor 
Slab in the recreation park at NTSTC.  At many of the 
dances the entertainment was provided by NTSTC mu-
sic professor Floyd Graham and the Aces of Col-
legeland. Other acts included the Gremlins, an orchestra 
from the 86th Division at Camp Howze; the Swingtet, a 
female quartet from NTSTC; and an all-girl orchestra 
from the Texas State College for Women (TSCW), now 
Texas Womanôs University (TWU. 
On March 15, 1943, the Denton Record-Chronicle 
(DRC) reported that the Denton USO served over 700 
men during that weekend. The article put a call out to 
the community for homes in Denton that could accom-
modate soldiers overnight, offering to pay the homeown-
er $1 to let a soldier use a single bed or .75 cents each if 
two soldiers slept in one double bed.  A 1945 article re-
quested rooms for soldierôs wives who were coming to 
meet their husbands who had recently returned from over-
seas.  
During the years the USO was in operation, the citizens 
of Denton County were highly involved with the center.  
They donated food, cookies for the famous cookie jar, bed-
ding (including homemade quilts), cots, books, and toilet-
ries.  They welcomed the soldiers into their homes for 
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